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Abstract

In this paper we are concerned with the oscillation of second order non-linear homogeneous differential equation.
An example has been given to illustrate the results.
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1. Introduction

In this paper we are concerned with the oscillation of the second order non-linear differential equation of the form

x′′(t) + (x′(t))2 + a(t)f(x(t)) = 0, (1)

where a(t) is a continuous real valued function on the interval [α,∞), without any restriction on its sign and α ≥ 0
is a fixed non-negative real number. f(x(t)) is continuously differentiable functions on R − {0} where yf(y) > 0
and f ′(y) > 0 for all y(t) 6= 0 and the following conditions holds for f(y)

∞

√
(f(y) + f ′(y))

′

f(y) + f ′(y)
dy <∞ and −∞

√
(f(y) + f ′(y))

′

f(y) + f ′(y)
dy <∞ (2)

and

min

 inf
y>0

[
∞
y

√
(f(z)+f ′(z))′

f(z)+f ′(z) dz

]2
∞
y

dz
(f(z)+f ′(z))′

; inf
y<0

[
−∞
y

√
(f(z)+f ′(z)′

f(z)+f ′(z) dz

]2
∞
y

dz
(f(z)+f ′(z))′

 > 0 (3)

Our attention is concentrated only to such solution x(t) of the differential equation (1.1) which exists on some
interval [β,∞) , for β ≥ α.

Definition 1.1 A solution x (t) of the differential equation (1.1) is said to be “nontrivial ” if x(t) 6= 0 for at least
one t ∈ [α,∞).
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Definition 1.2 A nontrivial solution x (t) of differential equation (1.1) is said to be oscillatory if it has arbitrarily
large zeros on [β,∞), for β > α otherwise it said to be “ non oscillatory.

Definition 1.3 The differential equation (1.1) is said to be oscillatory if a nontrivial solution x (t) is oscillatory.

The study of the oscillation of a second order nonlinear ordinary differential equations is of special interest.
Many criteria have been found which involve the behavior of the integral of a combination of the coefficients of
second order nonlinear differential equations. This approach has been motivated by authors (for example see [1],
[2], [3],[4],[5],[6],[7],[8] and [9] and the authors therein).

The purpose of this paper is to present new criteria of oscillation of the differential equation (1.1).

2. Main results

We prove the following theorem

Theorem 2.1 The differential equation (1.1) is oscillatory if

lim
t→∞

inf

∫ t

α

a(s) ds > −∞, (4)

lim
t→∞

sup
1

t

∫ t

α

(t− s)a(s) ds =∞ (5)

and

lim
t→∞

sup
1

tn−1

∫ t

α

(t− s)n−1a(s) ds =∞ for some integer n > 2, (6)

where f(x(t)) satisfies the conditions (1.2) and (1.3) .
Let x(t) be a nonoscillatory solution of (1.1) on the interval [β,∞), where β ≥ max {α, 1} , without loss of

generality its solution can be supposed such that x(t) > 0 on [β,∞).
We define

w(t) = x′(t)f−1(x(t))

Then w(t) is well defined and satisfies the equation

w′(t) = −(f(x(t)) + f ′(x(t)))w2(t)− a(t) (7)

Integrating both sides of the above equation from β to t we get

−w(t) = −w(β) +

∫ t

β

a(s)ds+

∫ t

β

(f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s)))w2(s) ds. (8)

We will consider two cases where

∫ ∞
β

(f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s)))w2(s) ds is finite or infinite.

Case I : If
∫∞
β

(f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s)))w2(s) ds <∞.In this case we

∫ ∞
β

(f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s)))w2(s) ds ≤ N for t ≥ β (9)
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Where N is a positive constant. Using Schwarz inequality for t ≥ β we derive

∣∣∣∣∫ t

β

w(s)
√
f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s))ds

∣∣∣∣2 ≤ (

∫ t

β

ds)

∫ t

β

w2(s)(f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s)))ds

= (t− β)

∫ t

β

w2(s) (f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s))) ds.

Now using (2.6) we have

∣∣∣∣∫ t

β

w(s)
√
f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s))ds

∣∣∣∣2 ≤ Nt for all t ≥ β. (10)

Then by condition (2.1) there exist a constant M > 0 such that

√
f(x(t)) + f ′(x(t))

∫ ∞
y(t)

√
f(z) + f ′(z)

f(z)
dz ≥M for t ≥ β. (11)

Now put K =
∫∞
y(t)

√
f(z)+f ′(z)

f(z) dz > 0. Then in view of (2.7) and (2.8) for any t ≥ β we get

(f(x(t)) + f ′(x(t))) ≥ M2

[∫ ∞
y(t)

√
f(z) + f ′(z)

f(z)
dz

]−2

= M2

[
K −

∫ y(t)

y(β)

√
f(z) + f ′(z)

f(z)
dz

]−2

= M2

[
K −

∫ t

β

x′(s)

f(x(s))

√
f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s))ds

]−2
≥ M2

[
K +

∫ t

β

w(s)
√
f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s))ds

]−2
≥ M2(K +

√
Nt)−2 ≥M2(K

√
t+
√
Nt)−2

=
M2

t
(K +

√
N)−2.

Thus by setting

C =
M2

t
(K +

√
N)−2 > 0,

we have√
f(x(t)) + f ′(x(t)) ≥ C

t
.

From (2.4) we get

a(t) = w′(t)− (f(x(t)) + f ′(x(t)))w2(t) ≤ w′(t)− C

t
w2(t), for every t ≥ β.

Hence we obtain



4 International Journal of Applied Mathematical Research

∫ t

β

(t− s)n−1a(s)ds ≤
∫ t

β

(t− s)n−1w′(s)ds− C
∫ t

β

(t− s)n−1

s
w2(s)ds

= (t− β)
n−1

w(β)− (n− 1)

∫ t

β

(t− s)n−2w(s)

−C
∫ t

β

(t− s)n−1

s
w2(s)ds = (t− β)

n−1
w(β)− (n− 1)

n−2

4C

∫ t

β

s(t− s)n−3ds

−
∫ t

β

[√
C

s
(t− s)

n−1
2 w(s) +

n− 1

2

√
s

C
(t− s)

n−3
2

]2
ds

≤ (t− β)
n−1

w(β) +
(n− 1)

n−2

4C

∫ t−β

0

(t− u)n−3du

=

[
w(β)− n− 1

4C

]
(t− β)

n−1
+

(n− 1)
2

4C(n− 2)
t(t− β)n−2.

So that we have

1

tn−1

∫ t

β

(t− s)n−1a(s)ds ≤ 1

tn−1

∫ t

β

(t− s)n−1 |a(s)| ds+
1

tn−1

∫ t

β

(t− s)n−1a(s)ds

≤
(

1− t0
t

)n−1 ∫ t

t0

|a(s)| ds+

[
w(β)− n− 1

4C

](
1− β

t

)n−1
+

(n− 1)
2

4C(n− 2)

(
1− β

t

)n−2
,

for all t ≥ β. This gives

lim
t→∞

sup
1

tn−1

∫ t

α

(t− s)n−1a(s) ds ≤
∫ t

t0

|a(s)| ds+ w(β)− n− 1

4C
+

(n− 1)
2

4C(n− 2)
<∞.

Which contradicts the condition (2.3).
Case II : Suppose

∫∞
β
w2(s)(f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s)))′ds =∞.

By condition (2.3) from (2.5) it follows that there exist a constant µ such that

−w(t) ≥ µ+

∫ t

β

w2(s)(f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s)))ds, for all t ≥ β. (12)

We consider δ > β such that

A = µ+

∫ δ

β

w2(s)(f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s)))′ds > 0.

Then (2.9) says that w(t) is negative on[δ,∞] ,now multiplying (2.9) through by

−w(t)((f(x(t)) + f ′(x(t)))′[
µ+

∫∞
β
w2(s)(f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s)))′ds

] ,
and then integrating over [δ, t] we get

ln

[
µ+

∫ t
β
w2(s)(f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s)))′ds

A

]
≥ ln

(
(f(x(δ)) + f ′(x(δ)))

f(x(t)) + f ′(x(t))

)
, for t > δ.

Thus for every t > δ it holds that
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µ+

∫ t

β

w2(s)(f(x(s)) + f ′(x(s)))′ds ≥ A(f(x(δ)) + f ′(x(δ)))

f(x(t)) + f ′(x(t))

.
The last inequality and (2.9) gives

x′(t) ≤ −A(f(x(δ)) + f ′(x(δ))) < 0, for all t > δ,

which leads to the contradiction

lim
t→∞

x(t) = −∞.

Therefore the theorem implies that the differential equation is oscillatory, and this completes the proof.

3. Examples

The following example illustrates the applicability of the theorem.
Consider the second nonlinear order differential equation

x′′(t) + (x′(t))2 + etx3(t) = 0, (13)

for this differential equation we have f(x) = x3and a(t) = et.To show the applicability of Theorem.
For condition (2.1)

lim
t→∞

inf

∫ t

α

a(s)ds = lim
t→∞

inf

∫ t

α

esds = lim
t→∞

inf [es]
t
α = eα > −∞.

For condition (2.2)

lim
t→∞

sup
1

t

∫ t

α

(t− s)a(s)ds = lim
t→∞

sup
1

t
[(t− s+ 1)es]

t
α

= lim
t→∞

sup

[
et

t
− (1− α+ 1

t
)eα
]

= lim
t→∞

et

t
=∞

For condition (2.3) for example put n = 3

lim
t→∞

sup
1

tn−1

∫ t

α

(t− s)n−1a(s) ds = lim
t→∞

sup
1

t2

∫ t

α

(t− s)2esds,

using integration by parts twice we get

lim
t→∞

sup
1

t2

∫ t

α

(t− s)2esds = lim
t→∞

sup
1

t2

[
(t− α)

2
eα + 2 (t− α) eα + 2

(
et − eα

)]
= lim

t→∞
sup

[ (
1− α

t

)2
eα + 2

(
1
t −

α
t2

)
eα

+ 2
t2 (et − eα)

]
=∞.

Hence the theorem is applicable.
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