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Abstract 
 

Cement-sand mortar is widely adaptable material used in construction as a binder for masonry walls or aesthetically for rendering and plas-

tering. Fibre-reinforced mortar has been used for many years to increases the mortar’s structural properties. This paper discusses the the 

influence of textile fabric fibre on the properties of cement-sand mortars. Flexural strength test, compressive strength test and drying shrink-

age tests were carried out on mortars made with 0%, 0.5%, 1.0%, and 2.0% textile fabric fibre additive. The tests were conducted at 7, 14 

and 28 days and the results obtained showed that addition of textile fabric fibre in cement-sand mortar increases the mortar flexural strength 

and the mortar compressive strength. While, addition of textile fabric fibre reduces the drying shrinkage it can be concluded that textile 

fabric fibre can be utilized in cement-sand mortar using 1% optimum content. 
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1. Introduction 

Cement-sand mortar is a mixture of cement, sand and water widely used in construction as a structural binder of masonry walls (to hold 

together blocks, bricks, stones etc.) or aesthetically for rendering and plastering [1]. When water is mixed with cement and sand, the cement 

binder is activated, producing a strong bond between the mortars and the connecting block units. the mortars’ chemical resistant makes it 

long lasting and suitable as a building material [2]. About half of the amount of Portland cement used in building construction is in masonry 

and plastering [3]. Cement-based mortars has the advantage of reaching maximum strength in 28 days compared with 90 days for lime-

based mortars [4]. 

Mortars are characterized into four Types: M, S, N and O by ASTM C270 [5]. Type M mortar mix has the highest amount of Portland 

cement and it is recommended primarily for walls bearing heavy loads. It is a High compressive-quality mortar, however not exceptionally 

workable with compressive strength of 17.2MPa. Type S mortar is the ideal product to be used in masonry at or below grade. It is a mortar 

with higher flexural bond quality, it has compressive strength of 12.4MPa. Type N mortar is usually recommended on exterior and above-

grade walls that are exposed to severe weather and high heat. It has compressive strength of 5.2MPa. Type O mortar is a Low-strength 

mortar, utilized generally for inside applications and reclamation with compressive strength of 2.4MPa [6]. While, BS 5628 [7] designated 

cement mortar into 4 groups as shown in Table 1. 

 
Table 1: Different Designations of Cement-Based Mortars 

 
Mortar desig-

nation 

Compressive 

strength class 

Mix 

Ratio 

Compressive strength at 28 

days (N/mm2) 

Increasing ability to accommodate movement, e.g. due to set-
tlement and moisture changes 

 

(i) M12 - 12 

(ii) M6 
1: 3 to 

4 
6 

(iii) M4 
1: 5 to 
6 

4 

(iv) M2 
1: 7 to 

8 
2 

(Source: [7]). 

 

Fiber-reinforced mortars are improved mortars containing fibrous material which increases its structural properties [8]. The improvement 

of mortar strength by addition of fibre has been done for many years [9], in fact the composition of mortars was improved since ancient 

times using natural fibres, or natural polymers [10]. Fibres provide binding forces across cracks and thus prevent the cracks from growing. 

[11]. The fibres seems to stitch the matrix together and enhance the mechanical properties of the cement matrix [12]. There are different 

fibres whose use where ascertained in concrete such as steel fibres [13], textile fibre [14], polypropylene fibres [15] and other synthetic 

and natural fibres. Textile fabrics in municipal solid waste are found mainly in discarded clothing, although other sources include furniture, 

carpets, tires, footwear, and nondurable goods such as sheets and towels. Textile waste has been rated as the third in comparison to plastics 
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and cardboards [16] and therefore their utilization will be an opportunity to mitigate today’s waste management problems [17]. Therefore, 

this paper studies the influence of textile fabric fibre on the properties of cement-sand mortars.  

2. Materials and methods 

2.1. Materials 

2.1.1. Cement 

Cement: Dangote Portland limestone cement having grade 42.5 was used in this study. The cement has tested specific gravity of 3.15 and 

has complied with CEM II of NIS-444 Part 1[18]. 

2.1.2. Fine aggregates 

Naturally occurring clean river sand obtained locally was used. The fine aggregate has specific gravity of 2.13 and particle size distribution 

shown in Figure 1, and the aggregate is within the stipulated limits of BS882 [19]. 

 

 
Fig. 1: Particle Size Distribution of the Fine Aggregates. 

2.1.3. Fabric (textile) fibre 

The fabric (textile) fibre used in this research was mainly cotton material obtained from waste product of tailoring shops. The average 

length and diameter of the shredded fibre is 1.8 cm and 0.53cm respectively. The fiber has average density of 52.4kg/m3. 

 

 
Fig. 2: Textile Fabric Fiber Used. 

2.1.4. Water 

Water used for both mixing and curing was ordinary tap water.  

 

2.2. Methods 

2.2.1. Mortar production 

Mortar is a mixture of a cement and sand. The mortar used in this study has a mix ratio of 1:3 as specified in BS EN 196-1 [20]. The dry 

mortar was initially prepared by mixing one part of cement with three parts of sand and thoroughly mixed, after that textile fabric fibres 

were added in the ratio of 0%, 0.5%, 1.0%, and 2.0% of the cement weight. After thoroughly mixing the constituent, water was then added 

and mixed to produce cement mortar. Each batch of three test specimen were mixed separately and consisted of 450 ± 2g of cement, 1350 

± 5g of sand and 225 ± 1g of water and appropriate textile fabric fibre content. The mortar was used for flexural strength test, compressive 

strength test and Drying Shrinkage Test.  

2.2.2. Mortar flexural strength test 

The centre-point loading method was used to determine the flexural strength as specified in BS EN 196-1 [20]. Forty five (45) prismatic 

test specimens measuring 40 millimeter × 40 millimeter cross-section and 160 millimeter length were produced and tested for flexural 
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strength in accordance with BS EN 196-1 [20] recommendations. These specimens were casted, de-molded the next day, and then cured 

in accordance with the standard procedure in water until tested at 7, 14 and 28 days. 

2.2.3. Mortar compressive strength test 

From the prism prepared for flexural test (40x40x160mm), a cube of 40mm x 40mm x 40mm was cut from the broken half of each of the 

prism after flexural test as specified in BS EN 196-1 [20]. Compressive test was then conducted on each cube at 7, 14 and 28 days.  

2.2.4. Drying shrinkage test 

The test was conducted on the flexural test specimens before the flexural test by measuring its length to determine any shrinkage after 

thoroughly drying them, in accordance with BS EN 196-1:2005. The test was done at 7, 14 and 28 days. 

3. Results and discussions 

3.1. Mortar flexural strength 

The flexural test measures the force required to bend a beam under three-point loading conditions, it is used as an indication of a material’s 

stiffness and its ability to resist deformation under load. The values obtained are often used to select materials for parts that will support 

loads without flexing [12].  

 

 
Fig. 3: Effect of Textile Fabric Fibre on Mortar Flexural Strength. 

 

From the results of the mortar flexural strength test presented in Figure 3, the mortar flexural strength increases linearly with increase in 

fibre contents from 0% to 1.5%, after that the strength reduces. At 28 days, the strength of specimens with 0.5%, 1% and 1.5% textile 

fabric fibre content increases by 2%, 3%, and 8% respectively over the 0% (control) textile fabric fibre content. While at 2% fabric content 

the strength reduces by 9%. The trend is similar at 7 and 14 days. Also, curing has increased the flexural strength for all the fibre contents. 

3.2. Mortar compressive strength 

The compression test determines behavior of materials under crushing loads. Results of the mortar compressive strength test presented in 

Figure 4 shows that there is an increase in compressive strength as the textile fabric fibre content increases from 0% to 1% at 7 and 28 

days. While at 14 days the maximum compressive strength is at 1.5% fibre content. Improvement in the compressive strengths of concrete 

and mortars due to fibre reinforcement has been usually attributed to crack closing due to the fibre influence [21]. The mortar compressive 

strength also increases with curing period due to continuation of hydration of anhydrate cement with time as shown in the Figure 4. 

 

 
Fig. 4: Effect of Textile Fabric Fibre on Mortar Compressive Strength. 
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Considering 28 days compressive strength result, 0%, 0.5%, 1% and 1.5% fibre content having compressive strength of 6 N/mm2, 6.08 

N/mm2, 6.63 N/mm2, and 6.56 N/mm2 respectively are within mortar designation type (ii), class M6 of BS5628 [7] or Type N of ASTM C 

270, 2006. However, 2% fibre content with compressive strength of 4.69 N/mm2 is within mortar designation type (iii), class M4 and is 

more suitable for use as masonry mortar. This is because Mortars that are stronger than the units they are bonding can result in cracking of 

the units [22]. The relationship between mortar compressive strength and mortar flexural strength is shown in Figure 5 to have linear 

relationship with good positive correlation.  

 

 
Fig. 5: Relationship Between Mortar Compressive Strength and Mortar Flexural Strength. 

3.3. Mortar drying shrinkage 

The results of the mortar drying shrinkage as presented in Figure 6, shows that addition of textile fabric fibre reduces the drying shrinkage. 

At 28 days, when compared with 0% fabric fibre content the drying shrinkage reduces by 9%, 64%, 70% and 72% for 0.5%, 1%, 1.5% and 

2% fabric fibre content respectively. The trend is similar at 7 and 14 days. Shrinkage causes cracking in mortar and the lower the better. 

Since the formation of shrinkage cracking is closely correlated with the water evaporation rate, it was suggested that fibres tend to reduce 

the quantity of bleeding water by reducing segregation, which succeeds at lower water evaporation rates [23]. 

 

 
Fig. 6: Effect of Textile Fabric Fibre on Mortar Drying Shrinkage. 

4. Conclusion 

From the test results presented the addition of textile fabric fibre in cement-sand mortar increases the mortar flexural strength from 0% to 

1.5% fabric fibre content, after that the strength reduces. The 1.5% fabric fibre content has the maximum strength. Similarly, the mortar 

compressive strength increases as the textile fabric fibre content increases from 0% to 1% fabric fibre content at 28 days with 1% having 

the maximum strength. While, addition of textile fabric fibre reduces the drying shrinkage, as the shrinkage reduces with increase in fibre 

content. Based on the result, textile fabric fibre can be utilized in cement-sand mortar using optimum content of 1%. 
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