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Abstract 
 
An attempt to comprehend the main fields of study of various aspects of philanthropy in the Russian Empire at the end of the 19th – early 
20th centuries is presented in this article. The aggregate of sources considered on this topic can be conditionally divided into two large 
groups: the first group – modern domestic publications of both a monographic and a periodic nature; the second group – the English-
language historiography presented by university editions. The article provides an overview of various approaches to the history of philan-
thropy in the latest specialized scientific journals. The methodology of the article is based on a comparative chronological analysis of 
numerous publications on the theme of philanthropy in the Russian Empire, as well as the principles of objectivity and historicism. 
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1. Introduction 

In the domestic and foreign (English-language) historiography, 
considerable attention has traditionally been paid to the study of 
various aspects of philanthropy in prerevolutionary Russia. This 
topic is especially relevant today in connection with the reform of 
the system for social support and protection of the population. The 
levels of responsibility of the most important actors in social poli-
cy – the state, business, and nonprofit organizations – are re-
viewed and reallocated. The search for new solutions to the social 
problems as well as funding sources for social initiatives is of 
particular importance for society. 
 A consequence of unrelenting interest is a diverse flow of litera-
ture. It is significant that one of the first brief reviews of philan-
thropy in prerevolutionary Russia is the issue of the pen of the 
American researcher Madison [1]. The authors hereof believe that 
three main trends can be distinguished in this study of the history 
of Russian philanthropy: firstly, the publication of numerous 
works of educational-methodical and monographic nature [2, 3, 4, 
5, 6, 7, 8]; secondly, holding conferences on topical issues of in-
terest to the authors [9, 10]; thirdly, an increase in research activi-
ty in Russian and foreign periodicals has been observed in the 
recent decade. The authors will focus their attention not merely on 
the works of a monographic nature but also on specialized scien-
tific publications, since there are still no general publications re-
flecting the state of this field of study. 

2. Methods 

To a large extent, the methodology of the work is based on classi-
cal general scientific methods: analysis, comparison, and synthesis. 
Any scientific research in humanitarian (historical and legal) sci-
ences is impossible without the principle of historicism, which 
involves consideration of the main achievements of science under 
the influence of the development of public institutions. The fol-

lowing methods are used herein: chronological – each element of 
the study is considered in accordance with the historical stage, the 
sequence of developments; inductive – based on the analysis of 
the facts known to the authors, an attempt was made to show the 
regularities to which the researchers of the Russian philanthropic 
tradition came. 
Following Wilbur K. Jordan, the founder of the study of the histo-
ry of philanthropy, who made an exceptional contribution to the 
development of the research methods for the phenomenon of phi-
lanthropy [11], the authors will attempt to single out the individual 
layers of publications reflecting the most important achievements 
of the researchers of this topic. 

3. Results 

The substantive background in studying the most general issues of 
the chosen topic was made by already mentioned Madison, whose 
monograph is concerned with the formation of the social protec-
tion system in the Soviet Union [1]. The issues related to the de-
velopment of philanthropy in imperial Russia are considered in the 
first part of his study – "Prerevolutionary heritage". Written on the 
basis of the works of prerevolutionary authors, the chapter is, ac-
cording to the author, "a brief concentrated analysis of the most 
important features of the development of Russian philanthropy" [1, 
pp. 9-23]. An obvious advantage of the work is a detailed analysis 
of statistical indicators of philanthropy (for example, the indica-
tors of the activity of public assistance departments for 1852, pro-
vincial district councils for 1912, the distribution of various types 
of philanthropy institutions of the Russian Empire are given). 
Madison examines the evolution of the concept of "social respon-
sibility": from "philanthropy" out of pity, to contractual relations 
in which society consciously undertakes to support those in need 
[1, p. 23]. 
The article by Bradley [12] is written in a different vein. Analyz-
ing the formation and development of the first workhouse in the 
Russian Empire, opened in Moscow in 1782, the author describes 
the work and the structure of the institution, the social composi-
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tion of its inhabitants. Statistical calculations, based on archival 
sources and memoirs, were first introduced into scientific circula-
tion. The comparison of the institution of workhouses in Russia 
and England is of particular interest. The author points out that the 
institution of workhouses was created as a method of punishment 
for vagrancy and begging and was based on repressive measures 
[12, p. 429]. The transformation of these institutions was gradual: 
they turned from semi-prisonous institutions into the institutions 
of labor assistance, which occurred after the transfer of workhous-
es from the state administration to the city in 1892 [13, p. 110]. 
The book by Ransel [14], Professor the University of Indiana, 
explores the socio-political prerequisites for the emergence of 
such type of philanthropy institutions as educational homes during 
the reign of Catherine II. The work is innovative in that it consid-
ers the institution of educational homes through the prism of the 
value orientations of the autocracy. "In Russia, the educational 
homes played an even more important role in maintaining faith in 
the all-powerful monarch and care for the ordinary people from 
the part of the royal family than family legislation" [14, p. 296], 
writes Ransel. A wide range of archival and published sources, on 
the basis of which the scientist described the activities of the edu-
cational homes, should be noted. 
The collective monograph "Disabled People in the Soviet Union" 
is focused on various aspects of social protection of persons with 
disabilities in the Soviet state. The topic of interest for the authors 
is considered in the first chapter, which is an outline of the rela-
tionship between the authorities and people with mental disorders 
from the 16th to the early 20th centuries. The problems of philan-
thropy are considered in the context of the operation of the pro-
vincial district councils [15]. 
A great contribution to the development of issues of philanthropy 
was made by Lindenmeyr [16, 17, 18]. By the example of various 
philanthropy societies and institutions, the author analyzes the 
policy of autocracy in relation to voluntary philanthropy organiza-
tions. The research approach of Lindenmeyr is distinguished by a 
careful study of sources, including the numerous archival docu-
ments of the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the Committee of 
Ministers. In her conception of philanthropy development in the 
Russian Empire, Lindenmeyr singled out several periods in the 
relationship between the state and philanthropy organizations: 
state regulation of philanthropy in the period before the reforms of 
1860s-1870s; the weakening of strict control in the 1860s; the 
attempt to modernize the legislation on philanthropy in the 1890s. 
For the first time in the English-language literature, the operation 
of philanthropy associations of national minorities is considered. 
The researcher convincingly demonstrated the influence of nation-
al philanthropy organizations on the self-identification of the peo-
ples of the Russian Empire by the examples of Jewish, Polish and 
Armenian communities. According to the historian, the activities 
of national philanthropy unions often masked separatism, which 
was strengthened under the influence of Russification. Among a 
wide range of issues developed by Lindenmeyr, a significant place 
is occupied by the problem of the psychological motives of philan-
thropy. Having systematized the data of all types of sources, the 
researcher concludes that the ethical basis of philanthropy in Rus-
sia was, first, religious beliefs, second, the fascination with the 
humanistic ideas among the advanced part of society, and third, 
the idea of serving the people, popular among the intelligentsia in 
the postreform period. The totality of the above circumstances and 
moral attitudes, as well as the adaptation to the Russian terms of 
the Western principles of "scientifically organized philanthropy" 
resulted in the flourishing of philanthropy in Russia at the turn of 
the 19th and 20th centuries [16, p. 680]. The long-term research of 
Lindenmeyr resulted in her monograph, which is by far the most 
comprehensive study on this topic [17]. Within the framework of 
scientific work, the question is raised about the influence of phi-
lanthropy organizations on the formation of civil society in pre-
revolutionary Russia. Considering the features of the emergence 
of civil society through the activities of philanthropy organizations, 
Lindenmeyr connects this process with the entrance of the so-

called "emancipated" women, formerly dominated, into public life, 
where the aristocracy used to play the main role. The researcher 
associates this process with the development of female education 
and the growth of corresponding organizations that combined 
philanthropy with mutual assistance [17, pp. 189-194, 18, p. 575].  
The articles, somehow related to the topic of interest to the authors, 
first appeared in the English-language periodicals at the beginning 
of the 21st century. The development of special literature during 
this period was marked by the continuation of specific studies in 
line with the directions and approaches that had been outlined. An 
interesting perspective in the study, for example, of the legal as-
pects of philanthropy was proposed by Kaiser, who paid attention 
to testamentary philanthropy in Russia in the period of the 16th-
18th centuries [19]. The problems of philanthropic geography 
were considered by Rabits [20]. The articles by Biryukova on 
little-known aspects of the philanthropy and educational activities 
of the Russian Orthodox mission in Korea until 1917 [21], the 
articles of Fifk on corporate social responsibility [22], the articles 
of Bobyleva on the support of orphans [23], as well as the articles 
of Mastromateo on the relationship of social inequality and philan-
thropy [24], should also be mentioned. 
Two periods of study of philanthropy activity – Soviet and post-
Soviet ones can be distinguished in the domestic historiography. 
According to some researchers, in the Soviet period, the study of 
the history of philanthropy was not encouraged because of the 
predominance of the Marxist ideology, according to which pov-
erty was the result of social relations in the capitalist world and the 
expression of its contradictions [25]. Philanthropy became an 
expression of solidarity with a socially close element and acquired 
a class character. The so-called "public philanthropy", which was 
directed to the most vulnerable categories of the population, dom-
inated. The Soviet state, which paid great attention to ideology, 
formed a powerful motivation for philanthropy. The motives of 
philanthropy were based on the politicization of consciousness, 
where participation in gratuitous assistance to the needy became 
one of the social norms. Thus, the philanthropy act turned from a 
personal action, which it was traditionally, into a public action 
with a clear class orientation [25, p. 139, 26]. 
The concept of "philanthropy" as an object of research reappeared 
in the 1990s [27]. The experience of legislative regulation of the 
activities of philanthropy organizations of imperial Russia [28] 
was analyzed. The issues of church philanthropy were studied, for 
example, in the report by Ivanova [29]. The philanthropy of pro-
vincial district councils is mentioned in the work by Gerasimenko 
[30]. The monograph by Bokhanov [31] is concerned with private 
philanthropy, where philanthropy appears as a typical class feature 
of the bourgeoisie, and is explained by the preservation of the 
links among the merchants, industrialists and the people. The 
work by Aksenov and Dumova considering the philanthropy activ-
ity of the largest merchant dynasties in Moscow is of interest [32, 
33]. 
Since the 2000s, as noted above, an unusually large volume of 
research on specific aspects of regional philanthropy has appeared 
in the periodicals. The study of local charities allows the use of 
historical experience in modern social work, as well as identifying 
the specifics of the economic development of the regions. Thus, 
various fields of philanthropy in the Tomsk Governorate came to 
the attention of Sokolova [34] and Seryakova [35]. The first of 
these authors focused on the study of specific problems of philan-
thropy in the field of education. The attention was drawn to the 
high level of interpretation of sources and literature in relation 
with the study of private and public manifestations of philanthropy 
in the field of education, as well as the reasoned substantiation of 
the thesis that since the end of the 19th century, the private initia-
tive in philanthropy had gradually given way to the public one. 
Sokolova first raised the issue of the relationship between the 
philanthropy activities and the training of skilled personnel for 
industrial enterprises. In a similar vein, but at the junction of histo-
riography and source study, an article by Seryakova was written. 
The purpose of the study was to classify the philanthropy events 
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by various parameters on the basis of periodicals, for example, by 
the degree of popularity among the population. It is noteworthy 
that philanthropy is seen by the author as a phenomenon of festive 
urban culture, which is distinguished by the approach of the re-
searcher. The trends of the development of philanthropy in the 
Russian regions are not ignored. Kryukov [36] dedicated his re-
search to this issue. Analyzing the ways of forming the social 
partnership based on the materials of the Saratov, Astrakhan and 
Volgograd Regions, the scientist concludes that it is necessary to 
create an appropriate regulatory and legal base, which should be 
aimed at promoting the growth of philanthropy in modern Russia. 
A thorough analysis of the current legislation and historical 
sources has made it possible to raise the question: "What role is 
played by philanthropy in the general system of social support for 
the population?"  
Unfortunately, the conclusions are disappointing: philanthropy in 
Russia is judged as one single aid to the needy, the state is trying 
to shift all responsibility to public organizations and businesses, 
and private philanthropy has not yet acquired the role that used to 
distinguish it in prerevolutionary Russia. It should be noted that 
the modern bourgeoisie do not need to compensate for the most 
egregious forms of social damage inflicted on the population, 
since social support for the population is carried out mainly by the 
state social security system left from the Soviet Union [36, p. 272]. 
Special attention has been also paid to such an important topic as 
the activity of certain categories of philanthropists in the capital 
regions [37]. Focusing on the activities of the university corpora-
tion as participants in philanthropy, Rostovtsev writes that philan-
thropy was viewed by the professorial community as an important 
social practice conducive to the creation of civil society. Numer-
ous forms of "educational" philanthropy in the central gover-
norates of the Russian Empire (by the example of the Tula Gover-
norate) came to the attention of Slugina [38]. Based on the archiv-
al sources, the researcher identifies the main features of regional 
philanthropy in the field of education. In particular, the active 
participation in the philanthropy of "noble class" women is point-
ed out. The connection between the growth of philanthropy and 
the possibility to name the scholarships and establishments after 
the sponsors since 1877, which involved the participants with 
relatively low social status in the philanthropy [38, p. 364], has 
been reasonably substantiated. The article by Gerasimova [39], in 
which this problem is revealed based on the example of a strategi-
cally important Ufa Governorate, is of high importance for 
understanding the mechanism of creation of the institution of 
guardianship in various regions of the Russian Empire. 
The accumulation of factual material, the enhancement and spe-
cialization of knowledge on individual elements and stages of the 
history of philanthropy result in the emergence of new original 
works. Thus, the importance of philanthropy for the activities of 
political parties of the first third of the 20th century is considered 
in the scientific work by Kosterin [40]. The role of the government 
and the bodies of nobility self-government in the popularization of 
philanthropy is considered by Pavlichenko [41]. The scientist 
focuses on introducing into scientific circulation unpublished ar-
chival materials, which show how philanthropy contributed to the 
improvement of market elements in the economy and the welfare 
of the population. 
The specific nature of philanthropy in the Far East is shown in an 
article by Kotlyar [42]. The starting point of the discussion here is 
the philanthropy activity of medical and firefighting societies, 
their interaction with the authorities and local self-government 
bodies. 
The introduction of new sources into the scientific circulation 
resulted in the extraordinary detailed research and consideration of 
the local subjects. For example, the greatest attention in the work 
by Nemashkalov [43] is paid to the administrative and economic 
details of the activities of the Alexandro-Mariinsky asylums for 
the poor. The great number of the asylums for the poor in the Rus-
sian Empire is explained, according to Nemashkalov, by the ab-

sence of other kinds of care (charity) for the poor and the insuffi-
cient level of development of the legislation. 
Trifonov [44] drew attention to the historical and social features of 
philanthropy of the church institutions in the Tyumen Governorate 
in the 19th – early 20th centuries, noting, in particular, the great 
importance of the church philanthropy activities for the develop-
ment of the city. A particular attention was paid to the active par-
ticipation of the priests in teaching, working in hospitals and pris-
ons. 
Recently, some aspects of legislative support of philanthropy in 
the Russian Empire have been studied in details. Thus, the em-
ployee of the Tula State Pedagogical University Gavrilina re-
vealed the main directions of the legal regulation of social philan-
thropy in Russia in the 16th-19th centuries [45]. On the one hand, 
this was a prohibitive tendency: normative acts aimed at cessation 
of vagrancy, begging and other forms of behavior, condemned by 
society, and on the other hand, this was philanthropy, which was 
to create the conditions for the disabled people to live without 
violating the law. Wolf studied the extremely important historio-
graphic component of the imperial legislation on philanthropy [46]. 
Considering philanthropy as one of the key elements of public life, 
Wolf concludes her study with the thesis that not only the legisla-
tion contributed to the growth of philanthropy, but mainly the 
replacement of the hedonistic tendencies of society with new spir-
itual values. 

4. Conclusion  

Summing up, it should be stated that in modern historiography, 
despite a number of significant achievements, the study of philan-
thropy in the Russian Empire remains relevant. The problems 
related, for example, to the introduction of the legislative heritage 
of the Russian Empire in the field of philanthropy into modern 
legal and social practice are still at the periphery of the scientific 
interest. The differences in the research approaches of Russian and 
foreign historians should also be noted. Foreign authors are char-
acterized by a more global approach (philanthropy is explored on 
a nationwide scale, the key issues are the participation of high-
ranking officials in philanthropy, the activities of noble and mer-
chant philanthropy organizations in St. Petersburg and Moscow, 
the structure and forms of work of the state philanthropy institu-
tions), and by the propensity for generalizations based on analysis 
of the statistical material. Philanthropy is seen as an integral part 
of the civil society. Later, this assertion became popular among 
Russian scientists. Russian-speaking researchers are focused, 
mainly, on the local aspects of the discussed topic. Numerous 
publications on the peculiarities of philanthropy in various regions 
of Russia are written by them. 
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